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rights in the Constitution. The Constitution, being the ""supreme
law of the land," might do what it liked to the common law and
trial by jury. Congress had almost unlimited power to lay taxes.
The President was too strong. The Senate was too aristocratic.
The House of Representatives was too small to represent the
people. The Supreme Court had a jurisdici; jn too extensive,
The publication of George Mason's objections in Philadelphia
on October 4 was followed the next day by the first appearance
in another newspaper of a vigorous, unidentified Antifederallst
who called himself CentineL The "wealthy and ambitious, who
in every community think they have the right to lord It over their
fellow creatures," Be said, were supporting the Constitution.
"These characters flatter themselves that they have lulled ail
distrust and jealousy of their new plan, by gaining the concur-
rence of the t**vo men"—Washington and Franklin—"in whom
America fea? the highest confidence, and bow triumphantly exult
in the completion of their long meditated schemes of power and
aggrandizement, i would be very f$fr from insinuating that the
two illustrious personages alluded to, have not the welfare of
their country at heart; but that the unsuspecting goodness and
zea! of the one has" been imposed upon, in a subject of which-he-
must be necessarily inexperienced,, from his oilier arduous en-
gagements; and that the weakness and indecision attendant on
old age, has been practiced on in the other." Having more than
hinted that Washington was incompetent and Franklin senile,
Centinel then went on to a detailed study of the Constitution to
prove that it must lead to the creation of "a permanent aristoc-
racy." The Federalists, he charged, were trying to stampede the
people by saying there was "*no alternative between adoption and
absolute rain." This, he declared, was "the argument of tyrants."
Let his fellow citizens remember that "of all possible evils, that of
despotism is the worst and the most to be dreaded,"
On October 6 James Wilson appeared at a public meeting in
the State House Yard and there addressed a large crowd in
answer to the Antifederalist objections. He painstakingly ex-
plained that the states reserved to themselves every power not
granted to the federal government As they had not granted the
power to make rales about a bill of rights or trial by jury, these
matters still stood in the states exactly where they had stood

